
Period and Composer Timeline 
 

Baroque 
1600-1750 

Classical 
1750-1830 

Romantic 
1830-1900 

20th Century/Modern 
1900- 

    

− Many ornaments 
− Long melodies 
− Energetic rhythms 
− Clear harmony (strong bass) 
− Contrasts (especially dynamics, 

but also in timbres) 
− Sequences/repetition 
− Counterpoint (one voice against 

another) 
− Harpsichord and recorders 

− Lighter, clearer texture than 
baroque 

− Balanced phrases/clear structure 
− Melody & accompaniment 
− Variety and large contrast 

between sections of a piece 
(mood, dynamic, texture) 

− Larger orchestras 
− Piano instead of harpsichord 

 

− Expressive, emotional 
− Wide and extreme range of 

styles within a piece 
− Large range of dynamics 
− Longer pieces 
− Rubato (expressively slowing 

down and speeding up) 
− Complicated harmony that uses 

‘wrong’ notes 

− Hugely diverse range of styles 
from around the world 

− Influenced by popular music, 
jazz, theatre etc. 

− Can be very experimental, using 
unusual instruments, harsh 
sounds, technology 

− Can be inspired by the past 

 

Giuseppe Verdi 
1813-1901 

Ludwig van Beethoven 
1770-1827 

Johann Sebastian Bach 
1685-1750 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
1756-1791 

Frédéric Chopin 
1810-1849 

Antonio Vivaldi 
1678-1741 

George Frideric Handel 
1685-1759 

Joseph Haydn 
1732-1809 

Franz Schubert 
1797-1828 

(Quite Romantic in style) 

Franz Liszt 
1811-1886 

Richard Wagner 
1813-1883 

Igor Stravinsky 
1882-1971 

Johannes Brahms 
1833-1897 

Pyotr Ilyitch Tchaikovsky 
1840-1893 

Claude Debussy 
1862-1918 

Maurice Ravel 
1875-1937 

John Cage 
1912-1992 

Dmitri Shostakovich 
1906-1975 

Steve Reich 
1936- 

Henry Purcell 
1659-1695 

Felix Mendelssohn 
1809-1847 

Sergei Rachmaninoff 
1873-1943 

Robert Schumann 
1810-1856 


